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'Ller(- had been no less than thirty
thefts and burglaries in the castern
burb of the city, all evidently by the
same hand, and yet the pelice had
not found the culprit.

I know that the police worked hard
on this case, and that every scemt
clew was earefully followed, and lhul
they let o boy fifteen years old tuke all
the credit away from them wus not
thelr fault, 1 was that boy, aond that
1 solved the mystery was owing to
Juck. The crlmes began uabout the
middle of September, nnd I gave themn
no attention untll about the 1st of No
yember., Then I bhappened to be talk
ing with a man who had had his push
eart stolen. 'This, ln fact, was at the
beginuing of the thefts. e mentioned
that the tire of one of the wheels had

THE DREA DE'D

Their Dork and Terrible Deeds
Are Spreading Cen-
sternation.

Ruffianly marauders, gracing them
selves with the most alurmingg names,
are bringing about a reign of terror in
Paris, Night after night outrages are
repeated by the hardened organized
eriminals, some barely over fourteen
years of age and none over thirty

Among the bands &re the Belleville
“Apaches,” the Auteull “Slicers,” the
“Black Masks,” the “Blue Belts” and
others. The most famous antl the most
feared of ull are the “Apnches.”

Just how many Apaches there are |s
an unsolved mystery Two of thelr
most famous chiefs ure now prilsoncrs
in New Caledonin, nnd Milo, the origi
nal founder of the band, died ther

The real head of the Apaches is thely

been wrapped with wire to tighten it
On the night of the talk nanother
house was robbed. It was only two
blocks from my father'ds house, and |
went there, with others, The police re
fused all information, but during th
day 1 was told by a son of the house
holder that they had found tracks un
der a window. It was an open fall,
and the ground had not yet frozen

The tracks wera those of a boot, and |

the sole of one had been mended. |
went up and down the alley In the reay

~~6f the house with this boy, and lu

the dust we found the impress of what
looked to be buggy tires, They were
gomething else, however—they were the
fmpress of the tires of that pushceart.
At every revolution one of the wheels
jleft a sort of smudge, and I was jus
tified In belleving that it was the tire
that did 1t

My theory was that all the stolen
goods had been taken away In the
pusheart, but the case was blocked
right there. Where had they bees
taken? Had I gone to the police with
my theory 1 should have been ridicul
ed. The detective who can't find a
clew himself doesn't want any one else
to find one, When I had lain awake a
dozen nights trying to figure things
out luck helped me, The streets wore
still dusty, A barn had been brokeun
open and a lot of bedding temporarily
stored thercin had been taken

I happened to be passing the place
when the discovery was made and the
police telephoned for. There were the
tracks of the pusheart again, In the
dusty road followlng the cart w
boot tracks, and one of them had a
patch on the sole, I followed them for
f mile stralght out Into the country
before they were lost,

It was easy to tigure that if the thief
wius not selling any of hls plunder e
was storing it somewhere and that the
country offered a safer place than the
clity, The idea now was to follow
along the road and spot off any likely
looking place. 1 had wmy mind made up
that it would be an old barn out about
two miles. I walked out on the road
for five miles and found no one but
farmers of honest standing. 1 took

two crossronds and followed them for
|

a distance, but with the same result
The thief had gone out that road with
the pusheart and the bedding, but
where had he brought up? The wenth
er changed, the ground froze, and
all at once the crimes ceased,

Then luck came agaln. 1 was buy-

ing a palr of winter gloves in a store |

when a farmer called and asked for a

palr of mittens for a woman. Some |
talk followed, and It came out that

= |
she was a widow who was living next |

to him, three miles out of town. He
also asked where he could get a palr
of rubber boots for her,

I got the idea right then and there
that the widow was the criminal. It
seemed absurd, but yet the idea clung.
A detectlve would have told me to go
home and soak my head, and a report-
er would have laughed me out of his
room, I chewed over the thing for a
week, and then something happened.

1 had been sent on an errand directly
after breakfast, and I passed a house
which had been burglarized the night

before. There were quite a number of |

people about, and the owner was tell-
fng them how entrance had been effect-
ed and what had been taken, What
hunters and farmers call a tracking
snow had fallen during the night, and

the first thing 1 looked for was lhn-I

track of that pusheart.

An alley ran nlongside the honse, and
there they were. There were also
prints of rubber boots. The alley gate
opened rather hard, and sticking to it
were some small threads of blue yarn
The farmer had bought blue mittens
for the widow. Taking up the tracks, 1
followed them for two miles before
they were obliterated by travel. T kept
on to the house of the widow and
found it a small cottage. Betwoeen the
gate and the road the cart traocks and
the footprirts were as plain as day,

1 had worked the case as far as 1
ecould, and I now went to the police, 1
was sneered at and warned not to
meddie with thelr business, 1 went to
the suffever by the last robbery, and as
he was a man of Influence and anxious
to get his property back he not only

listened, but Insisted that something |

be done. A search warraunt was pro-
cured, a couple of detectives went out
to the widow's farm, and from an out
door cellar enough stolen property was
dragged to fill several stores.

She had been stealing off and on for
three years. She had always dressed
ns & man In her cxcursions. TUntil she
stole the pushcart she had used a
wheelbarrow. Stolen money she had
made use of, but not a stolen article
Lad been sold. She had passed for o re-
getable, bard working woman, and
by her keeping the goods on hand her
'l'lwyc- made out that she wag n klep-
mhe and got ber n_ seutence of
}ﬂrl when she might bha

fiftecn |
Foa i

queen, familiarly called on nccount of
| bier halr “Golden Helmet! Rhe always
|l-m'unu~! the consort of the Apache

who I# chief for the time beiug, and she
“ controls the destinles of the buud, She
‘du-‘-‘ not partielpate in the exploits of

the band, but reaps the fruit of victory
’:uul has even pretensfons to fashion
| “Golden Helmet" has been the cause of
nearly fifty duels between Apuaches In
the past two years, and she lmpartially
gives her hand to the victors

The methods of the Apaches are slm
ple. There Is no attempt at decoy or
deception. Auy thoroughfare will do

vietlin, Of a sudden somyg s8Ix or vight
forms gllide sllently out from the shad-
ow, If the wun appear strong or if the
street be ln a frequented distriet ere

pins his arms to his skles, while hils |

head Is given a few sharp taps, which
produce sllence. Iis pockets are rifled,

‘Iu no parleying. A force from behind |
[ and he 1s finally left with a knife pene- |

trating Into his vitals, The name of
the band Is generally serawled on a bit
of paper pinoed to his 1
knife

Bometimes just after nightfall the

Apaches prowl the streets of thelr own
districts looktng for victims to capture

Inmi torture, Ax soon a8 one is found
| whistles summon the entire band, and
then, with a mock how, one Kny “Per

mit me to introduee my friends You
have heard of us. We are the Apaches

of Belleville.,” The victlm s taken to

the headquarters of the band

“Sit down!" orders the chief The
rest of the Apaches, brandlshing

gleaming blades, gather around in A
ring. “Now drink A quart bottle of
absinth I forced to hYs mmouth At

the first ;.nl]i of the neat liguor the

wreteh gasps A vigorous kick admi

{sterex] In ] Is stomunch warns hlm that

no tritliing will be tolerated. ' “Dri
the tormentor demands, And at ¢
pause for brenth and as the vietim,
siunking more and more under the bale
ful futluence of the drug, lets the bot

‘ *srr DOWN," ORDERS THE CHIEP,

tle half slip, the kicks in the stomach
are renewed, varied by pricks of pon
furds In the chest and back and blows
from loaded sticks and Amerkcan
knuckle dusters,

When complete unconsclousness bas |

come the arch Inquisitors end thelr
flendish task by stripping thelr vietim,
lacerating his  body with cuts and
stubs, opening his cheeks and cutting
off his pose or ears and tearing out
| efther or both of Lhis cyes. Finally
| they thrust through his Nps a knife
blade on which they stick a paper
: marked “The Apaches.” If It were not
for the bloody evidences and the I
omened words the story would pass as
a4 dream of the maddest delirlum of
ubsinth drinking.

A cabby has been murdered, and in
attempting to rescue him three pollee-
wen have been disabled at 4 o'clock in
the afternoon on the boulevard because
the cab bappened to stop near a spot
where some Apaches were standing.
As usual, the Apaches escapéd un-
harmed

When there is little business doing
the Apaches often divide iInto rival
bands and hold pitched battle In a
deserted square Jn the dead of night
Just to keep thfemselves In practice.

sport belng carrfed on In
rarely less tini twd iroe. oc
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| Wilson & Toomer offer the follow- | Saved by l)ynnmit-.

ing prizes for citrus fruits grown with

PA?IS A?ACHES\”” use of their fertilizer 4' “\

dynamiting a space
Sometimes, a cough hangs I

on so louy, you fed ] as

third best box of oranges
best box of grapefruit
For the second best box of grape-

T you want the best Nursery
:": Stock in DeSoto County, at m
m reasonable prices, see me be= n
m fore buying... i
\

;:'\ J. J. HEARD, q\

": Arcadia, - Florida "‘

third best box of grape- ds, which cased :

weibest box of tangerines

o second best box of thitis and La Grippe

For the second bestibox

hox of mandarins
For the second best box of

Toomer Fertilizer Co.,

Unite In # Grent I‘ whers
Iribute of Pralse,
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‘ Thiz iz a time of g
Over seven thousand young men and

omen, representing the entire South .w“,{
*Vorld comes to gou every othe-

thorough business , has more | news fully

and placed them in

st, honor an i :
» HOBGE SN PrONS, as | 18 |u,lm. Al re |.ur(~ You can get the
en- [truth from its columns whether you

as a scene, any belated wuyfarer as [ managers of large and
are Republican or Democrat, and that

terprises of their own
is what you want

-n-week World always has
a serial story running, and it is always

with young persons of
tion and means, as by

to success, it places a
ness education

,is not just what we represent him to be we are always ready 19

new -;7:)‘\' rint
is algo given to
and there are many other valuable fea-

; and it is known to be
absolutely reliable in every particular,

flesh with the |

&, and honest enovugh to
Newsy «[n' and 1‘.! l'l

wmve been far in excess of l|||~
of the 1‘n|ll»u|- Lo .suppl_\'.

are certainly in
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o, named after his

Surest and Quickest Cure for all
d LUNG TROUB-
LES, or MOK\‘{EY BACK.

a social poasition to sustain
amount of trouble and
that T have thirteen
are eating me out |
Thirteen! What an |
|

of house and home
| unlucky number?
if you will permit

drive them all away."
Y replied Dumas, l

| fourteenth dog."
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Those who desire to purc hase Horses or Mules for any [\H'li\‘ll! ir

kind of work would do well to call and inspect our stock before
purchasing elsewhere. Our animals are all first-class A No. 1
stock, and we guarantee to please our customers, If an asinal

‘make good.” Our Sale Stables are the largest insouth F.or 29,

DR LIVERY  DEPARTMENT

We are well equipped in our Livery Department to supply the
city with the best turnouts ever offered. Our stables are oppo-
site the Arcadia House, and we are ready to do business day or

“iL'h‘- ‘:-lrl!l'. new stables, righl up to date,

Arcadia Livery and Sale Stable Company,
WILL E. ROBERTSON, Manager.
Opposite Arcadia House, Arcadia, Florida.

TAMPA PLUMBING ANI* SUPPLY CO.

(Formerly the H. Bomford Plumbing and Supply Co.)
Tampa, Florida.

Atlantic Coast Line

Through Car from Fiorida
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GORDON KELLER

HIGH ART

TAMPA, FLORIDA

Clothier and Furnisher E
L LR %

Wholesale Clothineg, Hats. Shoes, Underwear ‘t
ar, .3

k3 '
) .. ®

e S " e ) ¥ ool v

k> hirts, Overalls, Ftc. Write for samples and é
1 .

:Ej prices on the Latest Styles Shoes and  Suits. &
)
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Connections

Over its own rails to Savannah, Charleston,

To the East,
Washington, thence via the Pennsylvania railway.

(Via Montgomery) and Louisville & Nashville and Dixie
Flyer route via Atlanta,

To the West.

Via Sav. and Ocean 8, 8. Co. for New York, Philadelphia and
Washington and
Via Savannah and Merchant and Miners Trans-
portatior Company for Baltimore and Philadeiphia,

To the East

Via Norfolk 8 to New York,

KEY WEST and HAVANA via Peninsular and Occidental Steamship Co.

Route of the celebrated trains, New York and Florida Special,
West Indian Limited, Chicago and Florida Limited and Dixie Flyer.
rtonup;oo. For lnformuon as to r.uo
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| ARCADIA STEAM LAUNDRY,

HAHN & BRUB CHER Propnetors.

%4

Just Opened for Business with

Skilled Help, New Machinery.

STEAM

Cleaning and Pressing




